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University of North Texas 

Department of History 

HIST 4170: History of Tejanos/as 

Fall 2020 

 
 

 

Instructor:  Dr. Alex Mendoza 

Office: WH 260 

Email:  amendoza@unt.edu 
 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

 

HIST 4170: History of Tejanos/as is a general inquiry into the historical and cultural heritage of Tejanos/as who have 

lived or are currently living in what is today the Lone Star State.  Through readings and discussion, this course studies the 

varied histories of peoples of Mexican descent in the Texas, with a special view toward convergence and congruencies 

along political and cultural lines.  The goal is to have students develop a greater understanding of the impact of and the 

important roles played by Tejano men and women in the formation and development of Texas. 

 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  
 

 Describe the role of Tejanos/as in the history of Texas 
 

 Identify and analyze political, social, and economic trends of Tejanos/as in Texas history 
 

 Analyze issues raised by the Tejano/a Civil Rights movement of the mid 1900s 

 

 

TEXTS: 

 

 Arnoldo De León, Mexican Americans in Texas: A Brief History, 3rd ed. (2009) 
 

 Supplementary Readings as provided by the instructor: Check Syllabus for dates  
 

GRADING: 

 

The grade breakdown is as follows: 

 

 Discussions (3)     50 pts. each (150 points) 

 Reading Quizzes (3)    50 pts. each (150 points)  

 Assignment 1: Map    50 pts. 

 Assignment 2: Film Assignment  50 pts. 

 Assignment 3: Research Paper   100 pts. 

 Exam I      100 pts. 

 Exam II     100 pts. 

 Final Exam     100 pts. 

 

Generally speaking, a grade of 90.00% (720 points) corresponds to a borderline A- and 89.99% to a B+; 80% is the line 

between a B- (640 points) and a C+ and so on.  It is the professor’s policy not to grant incompletes.  In sum, A = 720 pts.; 

B = 640 pts.; C = 560 pts.; D = 480 pts.; and F = 479 pts. or below.  

 

EXAMS: 
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A total of three exams—two midterms and a final—will be administered during the semester.  Exams will be comprised 

of multiple choice and 1 essay.  Specific review guides will be forthcoming. 

 

DISCUSSIONS:  

 

Students must read through 3 separate discussion assignments this semester. Each Discussion subject is different in scope 

but consists of the same outcome: students must answer the questions posed in a cogent reply of more than 150 words 

(minimum).  The specifics for each assignment is found in their respective Modules.  Due dates are: September 10; 

October 16; and November 13, respectively.  

 

READING QUIZZES: 

 

Throughout the semester students will be asked to submit answers to 3 reading quizzes (professor provides PDF files 

online). The dates for these assignments are found in each Course Module. The format for each quiz is multiple choice on 

Canvas platform. 

 

ASSIGNMENTS: 

 

There are three assignments to correspond to our modules. They have due dates of and September 18 (Map); October 23 

(Film); and November 25 (Paper).  Each assignment varies in scope and will have different point totals for the semester 

average. The Map project and Film viewing are each 50 points while the research paper is worth 100 points.  Descriptions 

for each assignment are in their respective Modules. 

 

RESEARCH PAPER: 

 

Students will write a 4-6 page paper drawing from the primary sources available in The University of Texas at Austin’s 

Latino Narratives oral interview section (http://www.lib.utexas.edu/voces/index.html).  Students must base their paper 

from the collection of oral interviews and histories available online at The University of Texas at Austin website to 

answer the questions of what the Second World War meant to the Mexican American community in Texas and what 

problems they encountered during this conflict. 

 

Students must adhere to guidelines described in Chicago/Turabian (handout forthcoming later this semester) and turn in 

their final drafts on November 25.  There will be a more detailed Research Paper Guide distributed later this semester.  

The professor will be available for consultation during this process.   

 

POWERPOINT OVERVIEWS: 

 

PowerPoint Overviews are provided for each Module and cover the general material in the course textbook.  They offer 

additional points as well as more visual cues to supplement the course. 

 

DISABILITIES ACCOMODATION: 

 

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities.  Students 

seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility.  

If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a 

private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course.  You may request accommodations at any time, however, 

ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in 

implementation.  Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with 

each faculty member prior to implementation in each class.  For additional information see the Office of Disability 

Accommodation website at www.unt.edu/oda.  You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 

 

USE OF CANVAS: 
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The instructor will use the University of North Texas’ Canvas platform to distribute information throughout the semester.  

Lecture outlines, exam reviews, and announcements will all be found on the course Canvas page.  Students must learn the 

process of accessing course information and materials on specific dates.  The burden of responsibility lies with the 

students. 

 

USE OF EMAIL: 

 

Feel free to e-mail me in regard to anything related to the class, the topic, or professional requests.  I will not respond to 

grade queries for reasons of student privacy, and anything I deem inappropriate or unprofessional.  Please use my 

university email address listed on page 1 of this syllabus. 

 

 

WHAT I EXPECT FROM YOU: 

 

1. Keep up with the readings.  If you fall behind, you will be lost in class and have difficulty catching up in time for 

exams. 

2. Take all exams/quizzes on the scheduled dates.   

 

WHAT TO EXPECT FROM ME: 

 

1. I will remain accessible this semester.  

2. I will see that your papers and exams are graded as promptly and accurately as possible. 

 

 

POLICY STATEMENT: 

 

This syllabus is subject to change at the professor’s discretion.  All changes will be provided via an announcement to the 

class. 

 

Schedule of Modules and Assignments (subject to change) 
 

Date Lecture Subject Reading 

 

Module 1: Exploration to 1840 
 

Discussion 1: El Grito de Dolores (Cry of Independence Due: September 10 

Reading Quiz 1: Initial Contacts Due: September 18 

Assignment 1: Map of Native Tribes in Texas Due: September 18 

Exam I: Exploration to 1840 Due: September 25 

 
 

Module 2: 1840 to 1915 
 

Discussion 2: Plan de San Diego       Due: October 16 

Reading Quiz 2: La Rinchada (Texas Rangers)     Due: October 23 

Assignment 2: Border Bandits Film      Due: October 23 

Exam II: 1840s to 1915        Due: Friday October 30 

 
 

Module 3: 1916 to Modern Era 
 

Discussion 3: LULAC  Due: November 13 

Reading Quiz 3: The Beating of Private Aguirre Due: November 20 

Assignment 3: Research Paper Due: November 25  

Final Exam   Due: December 5 

 


